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promulgation of Act XXVI of 1852, and indeed continued
its own system of urban administration for five years after
that Act had come into force. On the I4tli January, 1875,
with the general consent of the inhabitants, the city was
brought under the provisions of the Act of 1852, and twenty-
four years later, on igth November, 1874, a regular municipal
board was created under tlie Bombay Municipal Act VI
of 1873. A further step forward was taken when Lord
Ripon's Government conferred the right of local self-
government upon all citv municipalities by the promulgation,
of the Bombay District Municipal Amendment Act II of
1884. The Board of 1874 was re-coiihlituted on the
1st January, 1885, the system of election to the Board
being for the first time introducvd Up to this time the
Board had consisted of ten cx-ojjicw members and twenty-
two non-officials, or thirty-two in all. By the revised
arrangements of 1885, this number was reduced to thirty,
of whom ten were to be ex-officio members, twelve were to
be non-officials elected by the people, and eight were to
be non-official nominees of the Bombay Government. It
was also subsequently decided that the President of the
Board, who liitherto had always been the Collector of
Ahmadabad, should be nominated from among the non-
official members, and in consequence of this innovation
the membership of the Board was reduced to twenty-nine,
including the President, fourteen being elected and fifteen
nominated members* About 1889 the Board's numbers
were again increased to thirty, of whom fourteen members
were elected by the ratepayers, two were elected by the
educated and professional classes, and fourteen, including
the President, were nominated by Government. Finally,
In 1894, tlie total membership of the Board, or General
Committee, was increased to thirty-three by raising the
number of nominated members to seventeen.

Ranchhodlal entered upon his municipal career in 1868,
when lie accepted a seat on the municipal committee as a
nominee of the Bombay Government. From that date